Thailand's strict laws turn holiday risks into real penalties for foreigners
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Thailand may look like a carefree destination of beaches, temples and tropical weather, but visitors can find themselves on the wrong side of the law far more easily than they might expect. The Independent has warned that ignorance of local rules can lead not only to fines and deportation, but in some cases to prison, making the country a place where routine holiday habits can turn risky fast.
One of the clearest examples is vaping. According to legal guides on Thai law, the import, possession, sale and use of e-cigarettes and related products are banned, with penalties that can include heavy fines and imprisonment. For travellers used to treating vapes as everyday items, the law is unforgiving and applies just as much to foreigners as to Thai citizens.
Thailand’s lese-majeste law is another area where caution is essential. Under Section 112 of the Criminal Code, insulting, defaming or threatening the monarchy can lead to prison terms of three to 15 years per offence, and lawyers tracking the law say it is actively enforced. Several legal summaries also note that online activity can be enough to trigger prosecution, including sharing, liking or reposting material deemed offensive.
Other rules are less famous but still potentially severe. The country maintains strict drug laws, and the lead report noted that illegal possession of certain substances can carry the death penalty, while unauthorised removal of medical cannabis can also bring prosecution. Drone use is regulated too: travellers are expected to register devices with the National Broadcasting and Telecommunications Commission within 30 days of arrival, and breaches can lead to fines or jail. The article also highlighted unusual restrictions, including a limit on carrying more than 120 playing cards without permission and sanctions linked to gambling rules and wildlife souvenirs.
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