Bangkok flood crisis intensifies with record rainfall and widespread disruptions

[image: ]
Four people have died in Bangkok as torrential rain and flooding continue to batter Thailand, lifting the nationwide death toll to 23 over the past two weeks, authorities said. The capital was placed under a disaster declaration after almost 48 hours of unbroken rain, and large parts of the city were still inundated on Tuesday, even as the immediate intensity of the downpour began to ease, according to local officials and travel industry reports.
The Bangkok Metropolitan Administration has described the flooding as severe enough to disrupt daily life across all 50 districts of the capital. Schools were closed for a second consecutive day, while almost 7,000 people were being housed in emergency shelters. Reuters, citing disaster management officials, reported that 29 of Thailand’s 77 provinces have been affected, underlining the breadth of the crisis during what is normally the peak of the rainy season in September.
The deluge has also hit Bangkok’s transport network, particularly air travel. Thai Airways said it would have to cancel more than a dozen flights by Wednesday, including domestic services as well as international routes to Frankfurt and Munich. Suvarnabhumi and Don Mueang airports have remained open, but travellers have been warned to expect serious delays because flooded roads and heavy traffic are slowing access to both hubs.
Industry reports from Bangkok said the problems inside the airports have gone beyond congestion. Ground handlers were unable to reach Suvarnabhumi in sufficient numbers because access roads were underwater, leaving gaps in staffing at check-in and baggage desks. Catering deliveries were also disrupted, while Airports of Thailand worked with Thai Airways to bring in emergency staff and repair damaged equipment. The result has been a wider operational strain, with hotels, venues and food outlets across the city also reporting staffing shortages and closures.
The latest figures suggest that the flooding has been unusually intense. One report said Bangkok recorded nearly 300mm of rainfall in 48 hours, while another said the city had received 487mm between 1 and 25 September, far above the seasonal average. Authorities have urged passengers to check flight status before leaving for the airport and to allow far more time than usual for the journey, as the city begins the slower task of draining water from roads, canals and low-lying neighbourhoods.
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